Restaurant association focuses on goals

Group wants to maintain

the safety, economic vitality

and hometown image
of West Chester Borough
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Goals
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Specific pledge points focus
on ways to reduce and control
issues related to aleohol cone
simpdion at the various cstab-
lishments, including prevent:

illegal drink specials, and
offering no specials after mid-
night. Instead, association
members are encouraged to
participate in *Three Dollar
Thursdays," to eliminate the
current $1 and 32 speclals
which have made it easier for
college students in particular
to consume more alcohol
quickly at low cost.

*Thursdays are when the
kids are coming cut. If we can
keep students from going to
the bar with $10 to buy five
drinks, that will help,” said

Other issues include training
ithe entire stafl, not just bar
tenders, on prohibitions on
overpouring drinks and sere
ing imtoxicated individualzs, In
addition, restaurant owners
and managers are encouraged
to report and share informa-
tion about customers who
could negatively impact the
borough, whether through dis-
rupdive behavior, or excessive
drinking.

{Magrogan alscoclaimed the

association was interested in |

working with the borough on a
recommendation from the bor-
ough's ad hoc commities on
liguor control izsues, which
would lead to increased per-
gsonnel for strect patrols to
help prevent late-night noise
and loftering.

*We want this to be a great
town, a dynamic towmn,” said
T iy B werk ingethar on

a way to work togiether on
this.”

While council members ap-
plauded the restaurant assoct
ation's efforts, Mayor Dick
Yoder cautioned Magrogan
that there was still more to be
done, most notably finding
funds to hack some of the ad-
ditional programs, such as the
neighborhood patraols.

“The challenge I throw to
you and the college is to lock
arms with the borough to fig-
ure gut some way the people
who ¢reate the problem can be
responsible for paying for it,”

zald Yoder, who added he was
refuctant to throw the burden
onto taxpayers.

Magrogan agreed, claiming
he didn't expect residenis to
contribute more than they al-
ready have through increased

values associated
with the burgeoning restau-
rant business,

Some residents felt the nsso-
ciation's pledge wasn't enough,
howeve

I

Diane LeBold, a member of
the ad hoc committes on bor-
ough liquor issues, claimed
restaurant owners  weren't
doing enough to prevent over-
pouring and serving deinks to
intoxicated customers.

“As a result of overpouring
wit have lots of publie services
that are required. We need
more money from the public
service point of view to deal

with cleaning up and we have
no way of getting it,” said
LeBold.

SCherpouring to get drunk is
a serious problem. This 8 a
nice talk but we need some ac-
tion,”

Magrogan attempted to ad-
dress LeBold's concerns by re-
iterating wiys restaurant own-
ers have attempted to control
the issue, both through train.
ing and firing workers who
kEnowingly overpoair.

However, he added, other
factors contribute o the
problem that are out of
restaurant owners' hamds, in-
cluding house parties, and
patterns of drinking heavily
immediately prior to going to
a bar or restaurant, which de-
lays the visible signs of intox-
ication.
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