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Business Is Booming In
West Chester Borough

by Greg Alzamora
Town Talk Correspondent

How does & community re-
invent iself into & shopping
destination and & restaurant
townT

That's whal has happened
in West Chester Borough. A
procees of redevelopment and
change has turned West
Chester from o quiet, historic
town, to one of the region's
hot spots for food and shop-
ping-

It staris with one new busi-
ness, and things get rolling
from there. In the late 1990's
Iran Hill Brewery opened on
the corner of High and Cay
Sig.. occupying what was
thres vacant building In the
heart of the business district.
It's unique cuisine and beers
made the town o new desting.
tion.

“We were always trying, but
we never god the cight formu-
1a." sald Borough Council
President Paul Fitzpatrick.
“Iran Hill came to town and it
opened the Toodgates. And
the rest just followed.™

What followed was a rash
of apenings of anligue $107es,
art gallories and small retall

shops. The boroughs work to
give Gay Street a community
fect, starting with the brick
sidewalks and benches, has
gone & long way in attracting
peaple to the heart of town,
Branching out from the
success they have had on Gay
Sireet, West Chester is in the
middle of renovallons to
neighboring Markel Street,
one block south of Gay. On
both sides of Market Strest,
1he sidewalks will be widened

give the twwn a whole lot
mare depth.”™

“We were looking at what
we had done on Gay Street,
amd we had that in mind for

Market  Street,”  added
Fitzpatrick.
The money for the Market

street project came from

urkan planning and granis 1o

the borough

Two more restaurants are
in the Immediate future,
Baxter's and Coyote

“I think Market Street went from a place
that felt like a highway to a place where you
actually want to stop,” said Dave Magrogan,

the owner and operator of West Chester's
newest hot spot, Kildare's Irish Pub,

significantly, with a colerful
red brick veneer.

“I think Marke: Street
wenil from a place that felt
like & highway to a place
where you nciually want to
stop,” said Dave Magrogan,
the owner and operator of
West Chester’s newest hot
spot. Kildare's Irish Pub. "It
will be the vital retail commu-
nity that it never was. I think
Markel will blossom: it will

Crossing, and the question is
beginning to be asked If the
piint of over saturation has
been reached.

“We are approaching tha
point,”  Fitzpatrick = said.
“Virtually everyone agrees we
are gotting close lo the point
{of saturation).”

Magrogan had a different
perspective.

“Is & comcern,” he said.
“We need snother base to

=

bring people inta town, and
that's the retall picture. How
many restaurants can the
locals support? I don't think
we have any overlaps, but we
have to waich that we don't
offer just be restaurants; we
have to promote retail busi
Teeses, 100.”

Which is what the sidewalk
expansion of Market street
hopefully will do,

As for Kildare's, basiness
is good. Magrogan said the
place has for exceeded his

carly financisl expectations

and hos announced plans for
a second locatbop at the for-
mer Plzzeria Uno by the King
of Prussin Mall. Tts opening
date is set for the spring of
2004,

Some were worried his loca-
tion down the street (rom the
recently opened PJ. Ryan's,
also with an Irish theme,

Visitors to West Chester enjoy al fresco dining at is many new restaurants.
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might diminish both business-
es.

°1 wasn’t afraid. because
their market and cur markel
are completely different,” he
said. "It's o different crowd.
We are o restaurant, they're a
litle. more of an Irish
Ametican Pub, they're not
really our competition.”

Wﬂh the boraugh's three
lnrgest  employers. Wesl
Chester  University, the
County, and West Chester
Hospital nearby, il scems ag il
the borough has provided
something for everybody. and
a3 long as business is good,
everyone's happy.



